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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This research investigates about suffixes in Steve Jobs’ speech. In order to provide 

detailed information, this chapter consists of eight parts: (1) Background of the 

Study (2) Statement of the Research (3) The Objectives of the Research (4) The 

Scope and Limitations (5) The Significances of the Research (6) Assumption and 

(7) Definition of Key Term. 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is very important means or tool used by people to communicate 

to others both in written and spoken form. By using language, people will be easy 

to share information or messages, express their ideas/thoughts, opinions, and also 

feelings. Nowadays, English is being one of the languages which are the most 

widely spoken in the world. It is supported by Guo and Beckett in Leacock said 

that over a billion people in this world speak as their second or foreign language 

and that is English. It means that English becomes the core language which has 

high importance in the international relationship.  

Considering that English has an essential position, the Indonesian 

Government realized that English must be learnt by Indonesian people especially 

English will be a compulsory subject for the students without ignoring the status 

of the Indonesian Language as their own national language.  

However, in learning English is not as easy as we think. Since English 

becomes the first foreign language in Indonesia, it needs more efforts for the 
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students to learn well the elements of the language such as grammar, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and spelling. Among these elements, vocabulary plays a very 

compulsory role in developing the four skills in English consisting of listening, 

reading, writing and speaking. Moreover, by having vocabulary the students can 

acquire knowledge and information. It is supported by Wilkins in Budiharso 

(2004; as cited in Sri Utami, 2015: 1) stated that the important aspect which not 

only for learning the language itself but also for the language for communication 

is vocabulary. Furthermore, according to Ur’s idea (1996) in Rachmadie (1999: 2) 

said that the aspects of vocabulary itself deals with form, grammar, meaning, and 

word formation. Thus, vocabulary mastery is crucial thing in learning language 

because knowing thousands of words will make students easily to speak and 

understand the language meaning when they are taking a part in a conversations or 

even daily communications. 

According to Waring and Nation (1997; as cited in Nirattisai. S 

&Chiramanee. T, 2014: 2) claims that mastery of vocabulary is considered as a 

very crucial component of languages. It means that mastery of vocabulary has 

considerable role in achieving four language skills; listening, reading, writing and 

speaking. Cameron (2001: 72; as cited in Halimah. D. N, 2017: 15) states that 

constructing up the use of vocabulary is essential to the learning a foreign 

language at primary level. Additionally, Hudson (2007; as cited in Kim. C, 2013: 

44) claims that language is created of words and learners’ vocabulary is the 

compulsory aspect in language and its acquisition. One of ways to effectively 

enrich vocabulary for students is learning about affixation, including inflectional 
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suffixes and derivational suffixes. Knowledge of vocabulary is the most essential 

point in every grade level, subject area and assessment.  

In line with this issue, an appropriate strategy to enrich the vocabulary 

mastery will be needed and that is learning about suffixes because using suffixes 

knowledge for vocabulary enrichment is one of the most popular strategies 

supported by many researchers (Bauer & Nation, 1993).It is supported by 

Osborn & Adler (2001; cited in Hasani. M. T, et al, 2014: 3) that word formation 

strategy is a mean to use word parts to figure out the meanings of words in the 

text. Word strategy is a way of breaking up a word into understandable parts 

including root words, suffixes and prefixes. This strategy can be useful to 

students’ vocabulary mastery. It is also mentioned that knowing some common 

affixes(prefixes and suffixes) and root words can increase students’ power to 

learn the meanings of many new words. 

Moreover,according to Waring and Nation, 1997, Hu and Nation (2000; 

as cited in Nirattisai. S &Chiramanee. T, 2014: 2) states that whenstudents lack 

knowledge of their vocabulary, it will obstruct students’ language enlargement as 

a higher language level requires a higher amount of words. Also Krashen&Tennel 

in Benettayeb (2010:20) said that acquisition will not take place without 

comprehension of vocabulary. Having a limited vocabulary is a barrier that 

prevents students from learning a foreign language. Vocabulary is the stock of 

words used language. Furthermore, by having many stocks of word, students 

could also more comprehend bout the conversation, give a quicker response in a 

chat or maybe speak fluently in some kinds of topic. Without sufficient 
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vocabulary, one cannot communicate effectively or express his ideas in both oral 

and written form perfectly. It has much influence for their self confidence. They 

will be having more chances to take a part in the conversation, giving responses 

and opinion. The core is after mastering of the vocabulary, they are expected to 

be able to communicate fluently (Cameron, 2001).  

Thus, knowledge of derivational affixes (include derivational suffixes) 

holds the essential role in enriching vocabulary mastery. As stated by Mochizuki 

and Aizawa (1998: 291; as cited inNugraha. Y. S, 2007: 2) that affix knowledge is 

considered to be an essential aspect in vocabulary knowledge. It helps the learners 

read material containing unfamiliar words and enlarge their vocabulary, especially 

their knowledge of derivates. Moreover, it is supported by Crowley (2000: 6; as 

cited in Andini. S. N &Pratiwi. L, 2013: 2) said that affixes have two types. Those 

are inflectional and derivational structural analysis is one of the main areas in 

studying vocabulary. Structural analysis itself means breaking a word into its 

element; root,prefix and suffix. Furthermore, derivation is the way how to form 

new lexemes, either by adding derivational prefixes or suffixes. Learning the 

derivation will serve as a useful instrumentvocabulary achievement. It will be 

more helpful one to add clarity to his understanding of English because almost 60 

percent of all English words are formed from derivation that is the root and affixes 

(Simanjuntak, 1998: 64).Based on the explanation above, it can be inferred from 

here that affix knowledge allows the language learners enrich their vocabulary 

mastery. 
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There are many ways to be well understanding and analyzing derivational 

suffixes. One of them is by reading. It can be by the reading book, short story, 

newspaper, fable or speech. The researcher selects Commencement speech on 

June 12, 2005 by Steve Jobs that published on Stanford news on June 14, 2005 

titled “You’ve Got to Find What You Love” because we can enhance our 

knowledge of derivational suffixes and there are many derivational suffixes found 

in his speech. When we are able to identify or analysis derivational suffixes we 

will be able to develop or enrich our vocabulary significantly because only from 

one root, it can gain many words with different part of speech. For example: 

duplicate – duplication – reduplication, happy – happily – happiness, etc.  

Another reason is his speech on Commencement address in Stanford 

University is very inspiring, motivating, and talking about himself, his valuable 

experience. Steve Jobs was an American businessman and he was also an 

inducing person in the world particularly in the enlargement of information and 

communication technology. He was best notorious as the co-founder, chairman, 

and chief executive officer (CEO) of Apple Inc.; CEO and largest shareholder of 

Pixar Animation Studios; a member of The Walt Disney Company's board of 

directors following its acquisition of Pixar; and founder, chairman, and CEO of 

NeXT Inc. Jobs is widely acknowledged as a pioneer of the microcomputer 

revolution of the 1970s, along with Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak. Shortly 

after his death, Jobs' official biographer, Walter Isaacson, described him as the 

"creative entrepreneur whose passion for perfection and ferocious drive 
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revolutionized six industries: personal computers, animated movies, music, 

phones, tablet computing, and digital publishing. 

Based on the importance to learn derivational suffixes and word formation 

in order to enrich the vocabulary, the researcher would like to conduct this 

research entitled “An Analysisof Derivational Suffixes Found in Steve Jobs’ 

Speech Entitled You’ve Got to Find What You Love ‘ on June 14, 2005”. 

 

B. Statement of the Research 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates 

statement of the problems is: 

1. What types of derivational suffixes are found in Steve Jobs’ speech entitled 

“ You’ve Got to Find What You Love “ ? 

2. How is the process of word formation in derivational suffixes found in 

Steve Jobs’ speech entitled “ You’ve Got to Find What You Love “ ? 

 

C. The Objectives of the Research 

Based on the statement of problems above, the objective of the research as 

following: 

1. To describe types of derivational suffixesin Steve Jobs’ speech entitled 

”You’ve Got to Find What You Love “ 

2. To describe the process of word formation of derivational suffixes in Steve 

Jobs’ speech entitled ”You’ve Got to Find What You Love “ 
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D. The Scope and Limitation 

To be well focused, the scope and limitation of the study need to be 

clarified. The scope of the research is to specify what aspect of the problem or 

relevant subject – matter is to be tackled. In other words, what the researcher 

states under scope is exactly how many aspects the researcher is going to do to 

realize the research objectives. 

In this research, the researcherprefers to focus the scope on derivational 

suffixes, one of the processes of word formation in English language. Related to 

derivational suffixes, the researcher will analyze about kinds of derivational 

suffixes and the process of word formation which found in Steve Jobs’ speech 

entitled  “You’ve Got to Find What You Love” on June 14th, 2005. Those are 

noun suffixes, verbal suffixes, adjective suffixes, and adverb suffixes. 

The researcher also states the limitation of the research to specify this 

research in order to be not wider. Thus, the limitation of this research is the 

researcher will not do analyze other things which have not been related to the 

problem such as prefixes or inflectional suffixes. 

 

E. The Significances of the Research 

This research is expected to have benefits or contribution for the students, 

the teachers, theother researcherswhich are described as following: 
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1. For the Students 

This research is expected to make the students aware of the essential about 

derivational suffixes knowledge in order to enhance their vocabulary 

mastery in supporting their English skill. 

2. For the Teachers 

This research is expected that the teachers are able to use an appropriate 

means and as an easy way to teach morphologyespecially about derivational 

suffixes. 

3. For the other researchers 

This research can be used as additional reference for those who want 

toconduct the same research related to derivational suffixes. 

 

F. Assumption 

The researcher assumes that there are types of derivational suffix in the 

Steve Jobs’ speech entitled “You’ve Got to Find What You Love“and there will 

be word formations in Steve Jobs’ speech entitled “You’ve Got to Find What You 

Love”. Thus, the writer wants to prove it through this study. 

 

G. Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding of this research, the researcher needs to clarify 

key terms, as following: 
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1. Analysis  

Analysis is the process of breaking a complex topic or substance into 

smaller parts in order to gain well understanding. 

2. Suffix  

A suffix is a word part added to the end of a root word. 

3. Derivational Suffixes 

Derivational suffixes in this research refer to suffixes changing the class of a 

word. It can be noun suffixes, verb suffix, adverb suffix, and adjective 

suffix. It is supported by Plag (2003: 109) said that suffixes can be classified 

into some types. Basically, there are four types of derivational suffixes: 

nominal suffixes (noun suffixes), verb suffixes, adjectives suffixes, and 

adverb suffixes. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

 
 

Andini, S. N. &Pratiwi, L., (2013). Analysis of Derivational Affixes of Fuadi’s 

Five Towers Novel and Its Contribution for Grammar Meaning 

Discourse. Vol. 4 (1), February. 

Arikunto, Suharsini. 1998. ProsedurPenelitian :SuatuPendekatanPraktek. Jakarta: PT. 

RinekaCipta 

Arikunto, S. (2006). ProsedurPenelitian: SuatuPendekatanPraktis. Jakarta: 

BinarupaAksara 

Bauer, L. & P, Nation. (1993). Word Families. International Journal of 

Lexicography, p. 253-279. 

 

Cameron, Lynn. (2001). Teaching language to young learners. UK : Cambridge 

University Press. 

Crewell, J. W. (2009). Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing among 

Five Approches (2nded). Thousand Oaaks, CA: Sage. 

Enesi, M., (2017). The effect of Teaching Word Formation Theory to English students. 

European Journal of Language and Literature Studies, Faculty of Education, 

Durres, Albania. Vol. 03, January – April. 

Firat, I. A., (2006). Ways of Creating Prefixes and Suffixes and Foreign Language 

Teaching. Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, Vol. 02 (1), April. 

Issac, Stephen and Michael William B. 1987. Hanbook in Research and Evaluation. 

Second Edition. Sandiego, California 92710: Edits Publisher 

Katamba, F. (1993). Morphology. London: Macmillan. 



12 
 

 
 

Lieber, Rochelle (2009), Introducing Morphology, New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Miles, M.B, and Huberman, A.M. (1994). Qualitative Data Analysis, 2nd 

Ed., p. 10-12. Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

Moleong. Lexy J. 2001. MetodologiPenelitianKualitatif. Bandung : PT. 

RemajaRosdaKarya 

Nur, D. R. &Kirom, A. (2016). An Analysis of Derivational Affixes in 

Commencement speech by Steve Jobs. Script Journal Volume 1, Issue 1, 

April 2016 ‖ ISSN 2477-1880 ‖ E-ISSN 2502-6623 http://jurnal.fkip-

uwgm.ac.id/index.php/Script 

Nugraha, Y. S. (2007). AStudy on the Development of Students’ Syntactic 

Recognition of Eglish Derivational Suffixes in Senior High School. 

English Language Education Program, Sanata Dharma University, 

Yogyakarta. 

Paila, A. K. J., (2017). Derivational Suffixes in Religious Terms in “The Cult of 

Mary” Found in National Geographic Magazine. English Letters Study 

Program, Sanata Dharma University, Yogyakarta. 

Safirah, Z. (2016). Improving Vocabulary MasteryThrough Vocabulary Cards of 

Grade VII Students at SMP Institut Indonesia Yogyakarta in The 

2015/2016 Academic Year. Yogyakarta: English Education Study 

Program English Education Department Faculty Of Languages And Arts 

Yogyakarta State University. 

Sulaiman, H. (2004). Introduction to Linguistics. Palu: Tadulako University Press. 

http://jurnal.fkip-uwgm.ac.id/index.php/Script
http://jurnal.fkip-uwgm.ac.id/index.php/Script


13 
 

 
 

Khotimah, K. (2012). Analysis of Indonesian Affixes in English Words Found in 

Mobile Guide Edition: 54-59. Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro 

University, Semarang. 

Nirattisai, S &Chiramanee, T. (2014). Vocabulary Learning Strategies of Thai 

University Students and Its Relationship to Vocabulary Size. Thailand: 

Macrothink Institute. International Journal of English Language 

Education ISSN 2325-0887 2014, Vol. 2, No. 1. 

Halimah, D.N. (2017). Improving The Students’ Vocabulary Mastery by Using 

Story Telling. Surakarta: English Education Department Islamic 

Education and Teacher Training Faculty The State Islamic Institute Of 

Surakarta. 

Hamka. (2014). Morphology and Analysis. English Education Department, IAIN, 

Padangsidimpuan. Vol. 02 (1), January. 

Hasani, M. T. (2014). The Effect of the Number of Affixes on Vocabulary 

Learning of Iranian Intermediate EFL Students. International Journal of 

Language Learning and Applied Linguistics World. Vol. 5, March 2014, 

p. 84-96. 

Kim, C. (2013). Vocabulary Acquisition With Affixation:Learning English Words 

Based On Prefixes & Suffixes. Mānoa: University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 

Second Language Studies, 31(2), Spring 2013, pp. 43-80. 

Al-Muthmainnah,Ohoiwutun J. E.,Abd.Waris.(2014).Teaching Derivational 

Suffixes To Improve The Vocabulary Mastery Through Reading Text. e-



14 
 

 
 

Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol. 2 No. 1 2014 

– ISSN 2331-1841 Page 1 

Standford News, (2005): You’ve Got to Find What You Love. Stanford Report. 

Waring, R. & Nation, P. (1997). Vocabulary size, text coverage, and word list. In 

N. Schmitt and M. McCarthy (eds). Vocabulary: Description, Acquisition 

and Pedagogy. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge: 6-19. 

 

 

Text of Steve Jobs' Commencement address (2005) - Stanford News 

https://news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/ 

Terjemahkanhalamanini 

14 Jun 2005 - Video of Steve Jobs' Commencement address on June 12, 2005. I am 

honored to be with you today at your commencement from one of the ... 

 

Plag, Ingo. 2003. Word Formation in English. London: Cambridge University Press.  

Srijono, Djoko. 2010. An Introductory Course of Linguistics. Surakarta: 

Muhammadiyah University Press. 

 

Setyawan, Y. B., (2014). A MORPHOLOGICAL STUDY ON AFFIXES IN 

ENGLISH SONG  

LYRICS ON THE RESISTANCE ALBUM COMPOSED BY MUSE. SCHOOL 

OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

Text%20of%20Steve%20Jobs'%20Commencement%20address%20(2005)%20-%20Stanford%20Newshttps:/news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/
Text%20of%20Steve%20Jobs'%20Commencement%20address%20(2005)%20-%20Stanford%20Newshttps:/news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/
Text%20of%20Steve%20Jobs'%20Commencement%20address%20(2005)%20-%20Stanford%20Newshttps:/news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/
Text%20of%20Steve%20Jobs'%20Commencement%20address%20(2005)%20-%20Stanford%20Newshttps:/news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=id&sl=en&u=https://news.stanford.edu/2005/06/14/jobs-061505/&prev=search

