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Abstract 

  

A song is a short piece of spoken language. It encloses branded meaningful words. 

These words are known as lyrics. Within a song there are lyrics, and there are 

emerging figurative languages. Figurative language is used in any form 

communication, such as in daily conversation, articles in newspaper, 

advertisement, novels, poems, etc. the researcher has assumption that The song 

“Rolling In The Deep” by Adele contains Figurative Languages. The researcher 

uses descriptive qualitative design because she intends to find out and to describe 

the figurative language found in the song lyrics performed by Adele entitled 

Rolling In The Deep: hyperbole, metaphor, symbols.  
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Introduction 

A song is a short piece of spoken language. It encloses branded meaningful words. 

These words are known as lyrics. Within a song there are lyrics, and there are 

emerging figurative languages. Analyzing these figurative languages is an of 

important in the sense that singing a song with knowing the meaning of its lyrics 

is better than the other way around. Analyzing these figurative languages provides 

us with lessons, messages, and information when we understand the non-literal 

meanings. Figurative language is used in any form communication, such as in daily 

conversation, articles in newspaper, advertisement, novels, poems, etc .The 

effectiveness of figurative language in four main reasons. Perrine (1982). 

Figurative language has several types, namely metaphor, simile, personification, 

metonymy, paradox, irony, synecdoche, hyperbole, repetition, onomatopoeia, 

alliteration, antonomasia, pleonasm, allegory, pun (paronomasia),  anaphora,  

litotes,  antithesis,  ellipsis,  euphemism, sarcasm, assonance, asyndeton,  

parallelism,  periphrasis,  cynic, and anticlimax.(Merriam Webster:1995) . The 

texts discuss is song taken from Adele album titled “21”. This is “Rolling In The 

Deep”. To limit the discussion, the journal will focus on the figurative language in 

Adele songs. It is acknowledged that there are many great singers but Adele is 

chosen as the object of the research because of his fame and his songs.  The 

researcher states the problems as follows: What types of figurative language are 

found in the song lyrics of Rolling In The Deep? What are the meaning of figurative 

language found in the song lyrics of Rolling In The Deep? The song “Rolling In 

The Deep” by Adele contains Figurative Languages. 

Research method  

The researcher uses descriptive qualitative design because she intends to find out 

and to describe the figurative language found in the song lyrics performed by Adele 

entitled Rolling In The Deep. Qualitative research is a situated activity that locates 

the observer in the world. It consists of a set of interpretive, material practices that 

makes the world visible. These practices transform the world. They turn the world 

into a series of representations, including field notes, interviews, conversation, 

photographs, recordings, and memos to the self. The source of data will be the lyric 
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of Adele song entitled Rolling In The Deep. The data will be the words, phrases, 

and sentences in the lyrics of the song. The researcher does a procedure in 

collecting the data. They are; Looking for the song of Rolling in the Deep in the 

internet, Listening to the song, Reading the song lyrics, Identifying the song lyrics 

that contain figurative language. 

Finding and Discussion  

There are three figurative language in song lyric rolling in the deep. Hyperbole, 

metaphor, symbols. 



 
 

4 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

6 

 

From the research finding, the researcher had found the figurative 

language in lyrics of the song. The table explains the classification of figurative 

speeches in which position they occur.  

 

As diagram above, the researcher can analyze that Rolling in The Deep has 3 (three) 

figurative language. There are 41,6% hyperbole, 50% Metaphor, and 8,4% Symbol. 

Those four figurative speeches are five sentences of hyperbole, two sentences of 

metapor, and three sentences of symbols. 

Conclusion  

The conclusion is based on the song Rolling In The Deep by Adele can be found 

three figurative language, three are; Hyperbole An extravagant statement: the use 

of exaggerated terms for the purpose of emphasis or heightened effect. There are 

hyperbole in Lyric Rolling in the deep at line 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9. Metaphor link two 

unrelated things that are not normally linked. This linking does not does not created 

an open, or simple, comparsion. There  are metaphor in lyric rolling in the deep at 

line 1, 2, 3, 4, 10 and also the title. Symbols a figure of speech where an object, 

person, or situation has another meaning other than its literal meaning. There is one 

symbol in lyric Rolling In The Deep at line 7 
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