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Abstract 

The objectives of the study are to know the type of speech functions used 

and to determine the dominant speech functions used in Prabowo Subianto’s 

Speech in Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. The research methodology of 

this research was a qualitative study. The technique of collecting data 

documentation process was picking on the basis of the form of data obtained 

(scanning, reading, reviewing), Tran-scripting, deriving, and analyzing 

speech functions, concluding the research finding. The researcher finds 120 

data. From those utterances that consisting speech functions, the researcher 

found all speech functions as Holmes’s theory of speech functions. The data 

of analysis speech functions in Prabowo Subianto’s Speech are 20 

Expressive, 12 Directives, 32 Referential, 25 Metalinguistics, 19 Poetics, 

and 12 Phatic. The dominant type of speech function used in Prabowo 

Subianto’s speech is Referential. It is because This is the clearest function 

of language when it is used to indicate things or facts. This is context-

oriented and it is because referential speech functions is a speech function 

provide information as well. 

Keywords: Speech Functions, Prabowo Subianto’s speech. 

Abstrak 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui jenis fungsi tutur yang 

digunakan dan untuk mengetahui fungsi tutur yang dominan digunakan 

dalam Pidato Prabowo Subianto di Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

Metodologi penelitian dalam penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif. 

Teknik pengumpulan data dan pengolahan data yang digunakan adalah 

analisis dokumentasi yang dipetik berdasarkan bentuk data yang diperoleh 

(scanning, reading, reviewing), trans-scripting, deriving, dan Analisa speech 

functions kemudian menyimpulkan hasil penelitian. Peneliti menemukan 

120 data. Dari ujaran-ujaran yang terdiri dari fungsi tutur, peneliti 

menemukan semua fungsi tutur sebagai teori fungsi tutur Holmes. Data 

analisis fungsi tuturan dalam Pidato Prabowo Subianto yaitu 20 Ekspresif, 

12 Direktif, 32 Referensi, 25 Metalinguistik, 19 Poetics, dan 12 Fatic. Jenis 

fungsi tutur yang dominan digunakan dalam pidato Prabowo Subianto 

adalah Referential. Itu karena Ini adalah fungsi bahasa yang paling jelas, 
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ketika Anda menggunakan kata-kata untuk menunjukkan sesuatu atau fakta. 

Berorientasi pada konteks dan karena fungsi tutur referensial adalah fungsi 

tutur yang memberikan informasi sekaligus. 

Kata Kunci: Fungsi tuturan, Pidato Prabowo Subianto’s. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Speech from the political leader of the country often gives great influence to the 

people of the nation. The speech of the leader is the representation of their concept. In line 

with this Wood (2004) stated that the speech of the leader is a manifestation of their 

leadership, especially in the economic and the political field. 

Research on speeches of party leaders is fascinating because the speeches influence 

the people of the nation. Prabowo, the leader of a big party in Indonesia, based on his 

background; the leader of the opposition party, the former general of the Indonesian army, 

and four times candidates for the presidential election period is an experienced politician 

whose speeches are looked forward by many people of the nation. 

In line with this, IEF invited Prabowo Subianto because He was not only a leader 

of a big party in Indonesia that had declared his candidacy to be president in the 2019 

presidential election but He was also a successful businessman with some companies in 

many sectors from pulp up to mine. His business had booked the wealth of 135 million US 

Dollars and same as the 147th richest man of Indonesia as Globe Asia version (2018). 

Based on the background of the study above the research problems of this research are;  

1. What speech functions are applied in Prabowo Subianto’s speech in Indonesia 

Economic Forum 2018? 

2. What is the dominant speech function used by Prabowo Subianto in his speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018?  

Speech Functions classifications 

There are some ways in categorizing speech functions that have proved beneficial 

in sociolinguistic research. Below are the six basic speech functions: 

Expressive 
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The Expressive function is related to emotions. An expressive function is used to 

reflect some emotion of the addresses. Holmes (2013) has clarified that expressive 

utterances express the speaker's feelings. 

Example:  

I’m feeling great today. 

Directive 

Commands and requests are speech acts that are generally expressed in the 

imperative form, interrogatives, or declarative when we ask someone to do something in a 

polite way. Holmes (2013) describes directive functions as utterances attempt to get 

someone to do something. 

Example: 

Sit down! 

Could you sit down? 

Referential 

This is the clearest function of language, when it is used to indicate things or facts. 

This is context oriented and it is because of referential speech functions is a speech function 

provide information as well. Holmes (2013) defines referential function as utterances 

provide information.  

Example: 

Human Development Index is a decent standard of living. 

GNI index is life expectancy. 

Metalinguistic 

Metalinguistic is a language or code which is used to explain the language, which 

is called language object. Metalinguistic can be a term or other language used to discuss 

language. Holmes (2013) describes the metalinguistic function as utterances that comment 

on language itself. 

Example: 
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When we study all the indicators is like we check our blood in the laboratory. 

Poetic 

Poetic is a term used by people addressed to the language used by a poet. It is 

focusing on the aesthetic features of the language. Holmes (2013) describes poetic 

utterances focus on aesthetic features of the language. It is usually found in a poem, a motto, 

and a rhyme. 

Example: 

And if we take care of the body, we maintain the body we manage the body.  

Phatic 

Phatic is a word class used to initiate, maintain, or strengthen communication 

between speaker and listener and it is usually found in the context of dialogue. Holmes 

(2013) describes phatic utterances that express solidarity and empathy with others. 

Example: 

Hi, 

How are you? 

Research Design 

This analysis uses qualitative descriptive studies. The descriptive analysis 

describes the actual state and situation of the data. The knowledge that will be presented in 

this study focuses on the speech of Prabowo Subianto at Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

The researcher wants to examine the types of speech function used, and the most prevalent 

speech function, by using descriptive qualitative.  

The object of this research is a recorded video of Prabowo Subianto's speech at 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018 which is uploaded on YouTube channel by official 

YouTube channel of Gerindra Party where Prabowo Subianto is the leader of this Party 

In this study, the researcher used him or herself as the primary instrument because 

the researcher decided the focus point of this research, chose information as the data source, 

collected data, analyzed data, then drew a conclusion based on data analysis. In collecting 

the data, the researcher requires document analysis as a secondary instrument.  
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The researcher uses the triangulation technique to collect the data. the triangulation 

technique here is a way to collect the data by combining three techniques. Those are 

observation, documentation, and coding. the researcher in doing this research is 

implemented by these several steps: 

1. Download the video of Prabowo Subianto’s speech in Indonesia Economic Forum at 

Sangri-La Hotel Jakarta 2018 on Youtube. 

2. Watch and pay attention on the video then focuses to every sentence or word to find out 

the speech function. 

3. Coding and classifying the data source into some type of speech function 

4. Examining and analyzing to find the type of speech function used and the dominant type 

used. 

The researcher just takes the Prabowo Speech's utterance here, which is related to the roles 

of speech functions, which are expressive, directive, referential, metalinguistic, poetic and 

phatic. 

Finding and discussion 

The point in this study is to know the type of speech functions used and to 

determine the principal type of speech functions in Prabowo Subianto’s speech.  

After collecting the data in this study, the researcher continued to analysis steps to 

assess the data. By using related theories, the researcher abled to collect all the data finding 

including types of speech functions in Prabowo subianto’s speech which had been 

investigated. These findings were provided in the accompanying tables, where the types of 

speech function in Prabowo Subianto’s speech examined: 

Table of Speech Functions Found in Prabowo Subianto’s Speech 

 

No 

 

Utterances 

Speech Functions 

Exp Dir Ref Met Poe Pha 

1 Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi 

wabarakatuhu 

     √ 

2 Salam sejahtera bagi kita semua      √ 

3 Shalom       √ 

4 Ohm suwastiastu      √ 

5 Namo budaya      √ 
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6 Thank you      √ 

7 I'm very honoured with this 

invitation 

√      

8 In fact, with invitations like this, all 

my advisors are very worried 

√      

9 What costume should I use    √   

10 “Sir, you should wear blue suit with 

red tie, and blue shirt. 

   √   

11 Why? Because you must be like the 

audience 

   √   

12 You know I always admire 

countries like India, Pakistan, 

Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka 

√      

13 So I went to the restaurant, 

Kunstkring, 

  √    

14 Well, here I am thank you very 

much for inviting me 

     √ 

15 But I have heard and I've read      √  

16 And if we take care of the body, we 

maintain the body we manage the 

body 

    √  

17 The modern medical technology is 

amazing. In the last 30 40 years, 

amazing, we've had micro 

technology, modern camera into our 

brain knows exactly what's 

happening 

   √   

18 So, my approach now is to look at 

our key indicators 

   √   

19 Let us compare ourselves with our 

peers 

 √     

20 let’s compare with our neighbours  √     

21 And let us see the key indicators.  √     

22 When we study all the indicators is 

like we check our blood in the 

laboratory 

   √   

23 When I talk about indicators, 

usually I am being verified by the 

elite of Indonesia 

   √   

24 Let's see internationally approved 

indicators, Human Development 

Index 

 √     

25 Human Development Index we are 

ranking in 113 from 188 countries 

  √    
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26 Human Development Index is a 

decent standard of living 

  √    

27 GNI index is life expectancy   √    

28 As Indonesian, I'm not proud of this 

performance 

√      

29 Let us see another key indicator  √     

30 According to the PISA study, we 

are ranked 66 in mathematics 65 in 

science in reading we have 67 from 

66 from 73 countries 

  √    

31 As Indonesian I am sad at this 

performance 

√      

32 According to the World Bank, more 

than half 55% of individuals are 

functionally illiterate 

  √    

33 Functionally illiterate Indonesian 

can read but don't understand about 

what they are reading about 

   √   

34 As Indonesian I was not very happy 

about this, I am very sad 

√      

35 Years of life expectancy we are 

number 168 from 245 

  √    

36 Infant mortality we are numbers 

143 out of 239 countries 

  √    

37 According to the World Bank, 

UNICEF, WHO, child malnutrition 

estimates Indonesian children 

experience stunting 36.4% out of 

three children one experience 

stunting 

  √    

38 Stunting means growth below 

normal 

   √   

39 The development of Brain Cells are 

not normal, the development of the 

muscle cells are not normal the 

development of, of the bone Cells 

are not normal 

    √  

40 And you can see our boys, the head 

of our boys are up to the shoulders 

of the Japanese 

    √  

41 I ran out very sad because I knew 

that we were going to lose 

√      

42 And this is an indicator that our 

people are malnourished 

   √   
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43 Again, for me as Indonesian very 

sad 

√      

44 Another indicator, access to clean 

water, we are 133 out of 150 

countries 

  √    

45 The fourth largest country in the 

world, Zone Tropical, so with lot of 

rain, we are flooding. We don’t 

have the ability or the will to 

manage water 

   √   

46 One night of rain fall was 200 

millilitres of water. And that's the 

same as one year of rainfall in 

Western Australia 

  √    

47 Another sad indicator although 

maybe in a lighter atmosphere 

√      

48 But I am sad also in soccer football √      

49 We are ranked 160 the fourth 

largest country in the world we 

can’t chose 12 good players to play 

at the good level international. 

   √   

50 GDP means production in 

Indonesia, not production by 

Indonesians 

   √   

51 We see a lot of factories; we see a 

lot of buildings. We see a lot of this 

and that. 

    √  

52 If this continues, it is very Sadden √      

53 The tax ratio was above 14%.   √    

54 I'm sorry my research team √      

55 Please check, where is my staff?  √     

56 Which reached 16%, that means 6% 

of our GDP 6% of 1 trillion US 

dollars 

  √    

57 Because of economic 

mismanagement, because of 

inefficient bureaucracy because of 

lackadaisical attitude 

   √   

58 Can you imagine  √     

59 My teams have been talking to 

World Bank experts, they said it is 

doable we can do it. Indonesia can 

achieve 18% to 20%. 

  √    

60 Can you imagine?  √     
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61 Reserves per October of 18 we are 

around $115 

  √    

62 This is mathematically worried 

mathematically and by the law of 

physics is also worried 

 

 

√      

63 Bogor is bigger than all Singapore 

our palm oil plantations are bigger 

than Singapore 

  √    

64 It is not that I am jealous of 

Singapore no 

√      

65 Singapore government the 

Singapore leaders are very great 

job, small size big performance, 

    √  

66 Indonesian leaders should look 

themselves on the mirror and see 

    √  

67 I just say, hey Indonesian let’s get 

out at together 

 √     

68 There is dynamic going on there is 

dynamic going on we are having to 

address 5 million new mouth every 

year 

    √  

69 Oh, we have a club of motor cycle      √ 

70 Trade balanced. We are number 22   √    

71 In four years, our rupiah has 

depressed 

  √    

72 Raising government debt 1, 5 

trillion debt rupiah every day 

  √    

73 We are living and borrow money.     √  

74 In fact, we are borrowing money to 

pay the salaries of our bureaucracy 

  √    

75 Where in the commercial world 

where in the business world will a 

lender lend money to pay for 

overhead? 

    √  

76 Therefore, it’s very saddened  √      

77 That our development of our 

democracy also experiencing a form 

of stunting 

   √   

78 Because I have a vision, I have a 

program, I have the real field 

experience of our programs. 

    √  

79 Strong in the sense of strong 

commitment to eradicate corruption, 

strong commitment to break down 

    √  
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poverty, strong commitment to 

narrow the disparity in income gap, 

strong commitment to provide basic 

services to our people. 

 

80 The greatest good to the greatest 

number of Indonesia, not the 

greatest wealth to a few 

Indonesians. 

    √  

81 The Chinese have achieved from 

1978 to 2018 bringing 99% of their 

people above the poverty line. 

  √    

82 We need to be sufficiency in 

energy, sufficiency in food, 

sufficiency in clean water. 

    √  

83 BPPT announced last week that in 

2027 we will import 100% of our 

energy needs 100 percent of fuel. 

  √    

84 Today we are importing 1, 3 billion 

barrels per day 1,3 billion barrels 

per day.   

  √    

85 We are occupying 1/3 of the 

tropical zone in the world Brazil, 

Congo, Indonesia the tropical belt 

   √   

86 What does this mean?  √     

87 This means that we can have 3 

harvests a year with technology 

  √    

88 With good management we can 3 

harvests a year 

  √    

89 Our competitive country is in 

agriculture and agribusiness 

   √   

90 That is my strategy, the big push 

strategy of the Prabowo-Sandi team 

to achieve sufficiency very fast 

    √  

91 We can produce bio ethanol from 

sugar palm trees 

   √   

92 We can produce syntactic gas from 

classified bio coal 

   √   

93 Said that the world will face deficit 

in clean water by the year 2025 

  √    

94 We can see now the fact of the 

climate change 

 √     

95 Tanjung Priok the shore in 2025 

will be in front of Kempinski 

   √   
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96 The water is raising I think is 5 

centimetres a year 

  √    

97 Democracy index we were declined 

70 from 72 

 

  √    

98 There is extreme unequal of wealth, 

the richest 1 percent control 45 

percent of our wealth 

  √    

99 The richest 10 percent control 74 

percent of our wealth 

  √    

100 Corporation control 82 percent for 

our lands 

  √    

101 OTT the caught right-handed 

receiving bribes 

   √   

102 So langsung kita kesimpulan, here I 

would like to conclude by another 

dimension to Indonesian situation 

   √   

103 Thucydides is a great historian 

collage the Adagium 

   √   

104 “The strong will do what they can, 

and the weak will suffer as they 

passed” 

    √  

105 Let us hope that the rivalry between 

United States and China does not 

end up a physical war 

 √     

106 It’s very sad I figure √      

107 And I answered” o yes sir”      √ 

108 I am very sad √      

109 The 21st century is a century of 

science, of technology, engineering 

  √    

110 And I am very sad because I 

remembered in 1996, I think 

Indonesia has 1 Supercomputer 

√      

111 Indonesia has 1 Supercomputer in 

1996 

   √   

112 1000 friends too few, 1 enemy too 

many 

    √  

113 We like Rock n Roll C’mon, admit 

it!  

     √ 

114 You must like Rock n Roll also, 

right? C’mon. 

     √ 

115 Indonesian food I think a half 

derives of Chinese food a half 

derives from Indian 

    √  

116 We like Kari?    √   
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117 I hope I have not hurt anybody’s 

feeling but that is the nature of the 

political leader 

    √  

118 It is sad but it is a reality √      

119 I do not feel happy at this career 

path 

√      

120 Thank you very much for your 

attention 

     √ 

Total 20 12 32 25 19 12 

 

The total data of speech functions found in Prabowo Subianto’s speech were 120. 

There were all 6 types of speech functions applied in Prabowo Subianto’s speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. Based on the results findings of the classification of 

Speech functions as showed in the table above, the researcher found expressive consisting 

of 20 data, directive consisting of 12 data, referential consisting of 32 data, metalinguistic 

consisting of 25 data, poetic consisting of 19 data, phatic consisting of 12 data. Based on 

the data examined, there were 120 data found containing with speech functions. 

The second research question regarding the dominant speech functions used in 

Prabowo Subianto’s speech in Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. To find the dominant, 

researcher used the number of the data found then those data were developed into a table 

of percentage supported with pie chart and explanations. The table and the pie chart of 

percentage of speech function in Prabowo Subianto’s speech as follow:  

The Percentage of the Types of Speech Function 

No Type of Speech Function Number Percentage % 

1 Expressive 20 16.6 % 

2 Directive 12 10 % 

3 Referential 32 26.6 % 

4 Metalinguistic 25 20.9 % 

5 Poetic 19 15.9 % 

6 Phatic 12 10 % 

Total 120 100 % 
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The pie chart of table data

 

From the pie chart above we know that the speech function percentage of 

Expressive was 16.6 %, Directive was 10 %, Referential was 26.6 %, Metalinguistic was 

20.9 %, Poetic was 15.9 %, and Phatic was 10 %. The researcher analyzed 6 speech 

functions. There were 120 data of speech function found in Prabowo Subianto’s speech. 

Expressive were 20 (16.6%), Directive were 12 (10%), Referential were 32 (26.6%), 

Metalinguistic were 25 (20.9%), Poetic were 19 (15.9%), and Phatic were 12 (10%). The 

speech functions dominantly used was Referential (26.6%). The highest proportion in the 

use of speech functions due to the fact that Referential functions is the clearest function of 

language, when it is used to indicate things or facts. This is context oriented and it is 

because of referential speech functions is a speech function provide information as well. 

Prabowo had used all types of speech functions in his speech at Indonesia 

Economic Forum 2018. Those are Expressive, Directive, Referential, Metalinguistic, 

Poetic, and Phatic. The dominant type of speech functions used in the Prabowo Subianto’s 

speech is referential functions. This is the clearest function of the language, when it is used 

to indicate things or facts. This is context-oriented. 

DISCUSSION 

The point of this research is to know the type of speech function used and to 

determine the dominant type of speech functions in Prabowo Subianto’s speech.  

Discussion of the type of Speech Function used in Prabowo Subianto Speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

16,6

10

26,620,9

15,9

10

The Percentage of the Types of Speech 
Function

Expressive

Directive

Referential

Metalinguistic

Poetic

Phatic
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In this part, the researcher explained and broke down the 120 data found in the 

speech of Prabowo Subianto as follow: 

Expressive. 

Expressive speech function has to do with emotions, so the expressive function is 

the emotional feeling of the speaker. Expressive utterances express the speaker’s feeling, 

Holmes (2013). Here the researcher found 20 data in Prabowo subianto’s speech consisting 

expressive speech function. Such as: 

a. as Indonesian I was not very happy about this; I am very sad 

Based on the utterance above, the sentence “as Indonesian I was not very happy 

about this; I am very sad " is identified as the expressive function, because Prabowo's 

feeling so disappointed.  

b. Another sad indicator although maybe in a lighter atmosphere 

The sentence above indicates expressive functions of Prabowo Subianto's feeling 

so uncomfortable. 

Directive 

It concerned with getting people to do things. Essentially, there are many ways for 

expressing directives. It is connected with the concept of persuasion in rhetoric, which is 

about influencing the addressee’s interpretation of what is conveyed in discourse, Adel 

(2006). Directive functions as utterances attempt to get someone to do something Holmes 

(2013). The researcher found 12 data consisting directive such as: 

a. Let's see internationally approved indicators 

From the sentence "Let's see internationally approved indicators” is analyzed as the 

directive function, means that the speaker commands to the listener to see approved 

indicators. 

b. Can you imagine the government that can count they can maintain tax 

ratio that we have achieved? 

The conversation above indicates Directive function. Because the sentence " Can 

you imagine…" means that the speaker ordering the listener to think and find the 

government system that can maintain the tax ratio. 
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Referential. 

This is the most obvious function of language, when you use words to indicate 

things or facts. It is oriented toward the context, Holmes (2013). The researcher found 32 

data consisting referential such as: 

a. According to the PISA study, we are ranked 66 in mathematics 65 in 

science in reading we have 67 from 66 from 73 countries. 

The sentence above is analyzed as the referential function because it relates to 

contextual information about the speakers' data of PISA study. 

b. Raising government debt 1, 5 trillion debt rupiah every day. 

This sentence is conducted as the referential function, because it provides 

information about the data that the speaker got the government debt proved with the 

amount. 

Metalinguistic. 

The utterances of this of Metalinguistic focus on the code of the language. The 

principle of this kind to make sure that listener understand the meaning of what the speaker 

used. Metalinguistic utterances can be found in scientific discussion. describes 

metalinguistic function as utterances comment of language itself Holmes (2013). The 

purpose of this function is to make sure the listener understands the meaning of what the 

speaker used. The researcher found 25 data consisting metalinguistic: 

a. That our development of our democracy also experiencing a form of 

stunting. 

The sentence above is indicated as the metalinguistic function because the word 

"stunting” has a context that the condition of the development of the democracy was not 

good. 

b. When we study all the indicators is like we check our blood in the 

laboratory. 

The utterance above was analyzed as Metalinguistics function, because it provides 

comment about the meaning of “studying all the indicators of development of the country 

is like checking blood”, so the listeners understand the context of that utterance. 
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Poetic. 

Poetic utterances focus on aesthetic features of language Holmes (275:2013). This 

Poetic utterance, focus on the aesthetic features of the language. Mostly, this Poetic 

utterance can be found in poem, motto, rhyme and tongue twister a poem, an ear-catching 

motto, a rhyme. The researcher found 19 data consisting poetic such as: 

a. … because I have a vision, I have a program, I have the real field experience 

of our programs. 

The sentence “I have a vision, I have a program, I have the real field experience of 

our programs” above was analyzed as the Poetic function, because Poetic utterance, focus 

on the aesthetic features of the language. 

 

b. That is my strategy, the big push strategy of the Prabowo-Sandi team to 

achieve sufficiency very fast. 

The sentence above was analyzed as the Poetic function because Poetic utterance 

can be found on motto “the big push strategy of the Prabowo-Sandi team”. 

Phatic. 

According to Holmes (2013) “phatic utterance has the purpose not only to convey 

referential information but also to expresses the information about the social relationship”. 

The researcher found 12 data consisting Phatic: 

a. We like Rock n Roll C’mon, admit it! 

The sentence above "we like Rock n Roll C’mon, admit it! " is conducted as the 

Phatic utterance, because it has the purpose not only to convey referential information about 

the finding of something but also to expresses the information about the social relationship 

which is in this context an elite or entrepreneur group and the relationship as a friend. 

b. You must like Rock n Roll also, right? C’mon 

The sentence above "You must like Rock n Roll also, right? C’mon" is conducted as the 

Phatic utterance, because it has the purpose not only to convey referential information about 

the finding of something but also to expresses the information about the social relationship. 



 

17 
 

Discussion of the dominant Speech Function used in Prabowo Subianto’s Speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

Prabowo had used all types of speech functions in his speech at Indonesia 

Economic Forum 2018. Those are Expressive, Directive, Referential, Metalinguistic, 

Poetic, and Phatic. The dominant type of speech functions used in the Prabowo Subianto’s 

speech is referential functions. This is the most obvious function of language, when you 

use words to indicate things or facts. It is oriented toward the context (the dominant 

function in a message like “water boils at 100 degrees.” Holmes (2013) defines referential 

function as utterances provide information.   

Referential sentences found in Prabowo Subianto’s Speech in Indonesia Economic Forum 

2018 such as: 

a. The 21st century is a century of science, of technology, engineering. 

The sentence above was referential because the speaker gave not only information 

in the sentence above, but also give a reference that 21st century is an era of science, of 

technology, and of engineering. So, the listener and audiences getting easier to understand 

the utterance. And this is in line with the statement of Holmes (2013) defines referential 

function as utterances provide information. 

b. Which reached 16%, that means 6% of our GDP 6% of 1 trillion US dollars 

In the sentence above was a reference sentence because it contains a reference that 

6% of GDB is 1 trillion US dollars. Therefore, this is in line with the statement of Holmes 

(2013) defines referential function as utterances provide information. 

c. The water is raising I think is 5 centimetres a year  

The sentence “5 centimeters a year” is a reference of the water is raising so, this 

informs the addressee about the raising of the water so, this is in line with the statement of 

Holmes (2013) defines referential function as utterances provide information 

Conclusion  

The analysis of the data used of speech functions in Prabowo Subianto’s Speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

The data showed expressive 20 data, directive 12 data, referential 32 data, 

metalinguistic 25 data, poetic 19 data, phatic 12 data with total number 120 data. This was 



 

18 
 

concluded that the speakers commonly use the speeches when they are delivering the 

speech. The reasons are that the speakers got easier to deliver their messages, ideas, and 

also expressions in the way of speech functions. Here, the speaker applied expressive to 

express some emotion, the directive to ask and command someone to do something, 

referential to describe or indicate things or fact, and also metalinguistic to comment on 

language itself. 

The dominant speech functions type applied in Prabowo Subianto’s speech in 

Indonesia Economic Forum 2018. 

The dominant type of speech functions applied is referential. It is because of 

referential function is the clearest function of language, when it is used to indicate things 

or facts. This is context-oriented. 

Suggestion  

The research was expected to give contributions to linguists and language learners 

and teachers, especially in sociolinguistic and speech functions. Thus, this research was 

supposed to be useful not only for researchers and readers, lectures, as well as students. 

The results of this research were supposed to have the following advantages: 

Lecturer 

Affording varieties of learning materials for linguistic and Sociolinguistics the 

research will give some important points related to Speech functions. The research will 

provide how speech function is used as social practice in society where it is applied.  

Students 

This research is supposed to help English learners and to get the main point and to 

make them easier to learn sociolinguistics especially speech functions. Thus, it can be 

applied in another research that is in line with this research 

For the future researchers  

For the next researchers, this research gives more references and more 

contributions to comprehend kinds of speech functions and speech functions use in the 

Speakers’ speech. Hopefully, this research is able to inspire and guide to explore more 

extensive similar research, subject and as well as interest. Therefore, the future research 
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provides better research, understanding than this research as well as knowledge on how to 

analyze the speech functions used in a speech.  

For the readers  

Encouraging the readers to be more aware of the existence of Speech Function in 

daily communications and also in speeches. Hopefully, the findings of this research give 

an easy understanding to the readers. 

This research provided detailed information about the analysis speech in Speaker's 

speech. Hopefully, this research Affording more knowledge to readers who are interested 

in sociolinguistics, especially Speech Functions which can contribute to a better 

understanding of speech functions. In short, the readers can apply the speech functions 

based on the purpose of interaction in communication. 
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